No Muss, No Fuss Digital Storytelling Using Web 2.0 Tools

Susan Brooks-Young

Tips and Hands-On Activity

	

	Tips for Using Web 2.0 Tools for Digital Storytelling

	

	1. Put your story idea in writing. 

	2. Identify story elements (main idea, events, characters, point of view)

	3. Decide which tool you will use (e.g., slideshow, poster, cartoon) and create an outline or script.

	4. The outline or script drives your choice of images.

	5. Start with still photos.

	6. Keep it simple (relating to number of images, soundtracks, transitions, etc.).

	7. Observe copyright and privacy policies.

	8. Provide a platform for sharing stories.

	


Hands-On Activity
You have approximately 90 minutes to complete this activity. This means you need to keep this story simple. You will outline a quick story idea, find or create media to use in the story and choose a tool to create the story. All workshop stories will be published on a wiki page.
Story development 
Use the blank space provided below to organize your thoughts about the story you will create for this workshop. Keep in mind that you will use just 4-6 images today.
Finding Photos
You need 4-6 photos for this story. Use the digital camera you brought to take your own photos or go online to the photo sources linked to the online agenda to gather the photos. List your photo ideas here, then go take pictures or search online. When you find the photos, create a desktop folder called workshop photos and save them there.

Create your story using one of the tools linked to the online agenda. Later pages in this handout include basic tips for getting started. 
Once you’re satisfied, you need to: 

· Save your story and follow the directions provided on the site you selected to get the HTML code to blog or share your story

· Copy the code (Command-C) 

· Follow the directions provided below to paste the code (Command-V) on a wiki page to share your story with other participants.
Sample of page that provides link and HTML code.
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Note: Just one person may edit this page at a time. Please move through these steps as efficiently as possible and be sure to click Save as soon as you are done so the next participant is able to add his/her presentation. You may all sign up for a PBWorks account simultaneously.
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Sign up for a PBWorks account
1. Open a second browser window.

2. Go to http://webtoolsforeducators.pbworks.com
3. Click on create an account. Follow the directions and let Susan know when you’re done with this step. 
Pasting your HTML Code

4. Look for the Classroom and Workshop Examples link in the Sidebar and click.

5. Look for the Workshop and Concurrent Session Examples link on the page and click.

6. Finally, look for the NECC 2009 Examples link on the page and click.

You will see this page:
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7. Click the Edit tab. You are now in the WYSIWYG (what you see is what you get) edit mode. This shows what your presentation will look like once you’ve added the HTML code. Add a title for your story that includes you name. Find the Source button.
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8. Click the Source button. Now you are in the HTML edit mode (see image below). Don’t panic! You do not need to understand HTML to add your code. 
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9. Place your cursor in the row just below the last character that appears in the HTML edit mode textbox and click. Paste the code you copied from the Web 2.0 storytelling tool using Control-V. Click on the Source button to go back to the WYSIWYG edit mode. Then click Save.
Note: If you are having any difficulty at all, please let Susan know right away.
Slideshows

BubbleShare Help

These tips are taken from the Help section of BubbleShare (www.bubbleshare.com)

To create an album: Click the 'New Album' tab at the top of BubbleShare. From this page you can enter the name of your album and click 'Add Photos' to add photos from your hard-drive. You can plug in your digital camera at this point and it will show up as another 'drive' (i.e. Drive F:\). Select as many photos as you would like to upload and click 'Next Step'.

Uploading photos: Uploading your Photos with BubbleShare is extremely easy. All you need is to plug in your digital camera and click the 'New Album' tab at the top of the BubbleShare website. Click the 'Add Photos' button and then select the drive letter of your digital camera (typically F:). Click on the file you wish to upload and click 'OK'. 

You can also upload photos from your hard drive.

Sharing your album: You can share your Album in many different ways: 

By Email
You can easily email anyone a link to your Album. They don't need an account to view your Album. 

1. Login to your account.

2. Click on 'My Albums' and click 'Share' next to the Album you wish to share.

3. Enter the email addresses of the people you wish to share the album with and click 'Send'.

On your Blog
1. Login to your account.

2. Click on 'My Albums' and click 'Edit' on the Album.

3. Click the 'Share' tab and cut and paste one of the code snippits into your blog entry. Note that should you update your Album, the changes will immediately be seen by anyone viewing your blog.

Slide.com Help

These tips are taken from the Help section of Slide.com (www.slide.com).

If you're a new user and you want to create a Slideshow, just follow these steps: 

1. Go to http://www.slide.com/arrange
2. Use the tabs on the left side of the 'Add Photos From' section to upload images

· My Files: Upload images from your computer by clicking on 'Browse'. Once you've selected an image click on 'Upload'. Tip! Internet Explorer users can take advantage of our "Drag and Drop" bulk uploader. Once you've installed the ActiveX control, drag images into the white box from your desktop. You can also click 'Select Images' to browser through folders and upload images that way.

· Slide: Click on 'Get' to choose from your Hosted Images, Slideshows, or you can click 'All' to make one big Slideshow from all images you've ever uploaded to Slide! 

· Photobucket*: Enter your username and password for Photobucket to import your albums. Select the album you'd like to import images from, click on the image and click 'Paste Image'. Use the arrows near the top to toggle through the pages in your album to find pictures to import

· Facebook: Click 'Get' to sign into your Facebook account. Once you've signed in, you'll be able to select which albums you want to import.

· Flickr: Enter your Username and click 'OK'. You can then select which set you'd like to import from the drop down menu

· Image URL: paste the URL of a photo hosted on any site into the space provided and click 'Link'. Tip: To find the Image URL, right-mouse-click on an image, choose Properties, and copy the Image Address

· Search: Enter a search term and click on 'Search' to import images from other Slideshows on our site related to your search term

3. Use the options under 'Customize' to select a different style, skin, the theme, and set the privacy level

4. Under the 'Save' button, re-arrange or delete photos and add different colored captions

5. Once you've got your Slideshow looking the way you want, click on the 'Save' button

6. You can either automatically add your Slideshow to your profile or blog by selecting the site you want on the left, or you can copy the code and add it to your personal website!

Posters
Glogster Help

Glogster offers a special area for education use (www.glogster.com/edu/). Unlike other sites, Glogster does not offer a Help section. However, the tool is very user friendly. Here are a few tips offered on the create a glog page.
1. Upload and use your own images and videos
2. Explore fly and fresh galleries and use them to show off your style

3. Add a shadow to any object you want!

4. Click the edit button to change colors or edit text
5. You can use the Zoom effect! When previewing your Glog, everything will zoom to its original size with a single click

6. Create link buttons to other Glogs or to any other web site

StainedGlass Collage Help

These tips are taken from the Help section of StainedGlass Collage (www.stainedglasscollage.com). 
How can I get Help?

There are various ways to get help. You can click on the help link on each page. It explains the main features on each page and provides an overview for the StainedGlass application. Whenever applicable, there will be context sensitive tooltips. E.g. on the email page, you can mouse over the input fields and a corresponding tooltip will appear.

For new user, the startup help explains the steps involved in creating a StainedGlass collage. There are also upload help and layout help providing instructions on how to upload photos and adjust the collage respectively. If you do not find the help you need, please do not hesitate to send us your questions. You can do so by clicking on the feedback link found at the footer on every page.

Uploading Photos: Click the "Browse..." button or drag photos into the area below it. Don't see that button? You need to have Java installed and enabled  or you can use the one-by-one upload if you do not want to install Java. 
Photos will start uploading as soon as you drag-and-drop them or select them with the "Browse..." button. When you are done uploading images, and all images have a green check mark, click Done button.

You can upload images in JPEG, JPG, GIF, PNG, and TIFF formats. RAW and other formats will not work. You can reduce the image size to speed up the upload  with the "Reduce size" menu .
Create a Collage: To add images click Upload on navigation bar. To start a new collage checkbox under each desired picture (up to 40) then click Create Collage button on navigation bar.


Comics

Bubblr Help

Bubblr (www.pimpampum.net/bubblr/) functions like an add-on for Flickr users. Therefore, you need to set up a Flickr account and upload photos (which you must make public) there before you can create a cartoon with Bubblr.

Once you have public photos posted on Flickr, come to the Bubblr site, type in your Flickr username and follow the online direction for selecting photos and creating your cartoon.
BubbleShare Help

Text balloons: Add cartoon captions to your photos in Edit mode. Simply click on the text bubble you want to add (in the Gizmo bar) and drag it onto the photo. Then add your text.

Audio captions: Click on the audio Gizmo object in Gizmo bar. Ensure that your PC microphone is plugged in and click the 'record' button. Talk for up to 30 seconds or click the 'stop' button whenever you are finished. Position the audio caption icon somewhere on the photo or leave it where it is.
Video captions: Click on the video Gizmo object in Gizmo bar. Ensure that your PC camera is plugged in and click the 'record' button. Talk for up to 30 seconds or click the 'stop' button whenever you are finished. Position the video caption icon somewhere on the photo or leave it where it is.

Click on this link to create an account.





Click this link to find the NECC 2009 examples page.





Click here to Edit.





This is the code you need to copy. Highlight and type Control-C.





Source button





Edit toolbar





Place cursor here and click.





Save button





Sample title
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